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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-570 – amended
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Brosche
Date of Introduction: August 28, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: F, R
Date of Analysis: August 30, 2018
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends the Procurement Code to provide that any person, company or other entity that seeks to transact business with the City via contract amount equal to or greater than $1 million must disclose to the Department any contribution made by the person, company or other entity to any Duval County political candidate; political committee affiliated with a Duval County initiative, candidate or elected official; political action committee, electioneering communication organizations advancing with a Duval County initiative, candidate, or elected official, within the previous five years.
Any person owning twenty percent or more interest in any entity that seeks to transact business with the City via a contract greater than or equal to $1 million shall be required to file the disclosures.

A notification form for travel must be filled out by any elected or appointed City official when in travelling by private aircraft with one or more lobbyists or by private on official business.
The bill amends the City Ethics Code to provide that emails between Council Members and registered lobbyists which are public records under state law and which are not exempt or privileged shall be posted on the City’s online portal. The Director of the City Council shall be responsible for determining which emails shall be posted. The Chief of Information Technologies shall establish a procedure and location for the placement of such emails on the City’s online portal. Text messages between Council Members and registered lobbyists, which are public records under state law related to any City business and which are not exempt or privileged, shall be transmitted by the Council Member to their official City of Jacksonville email account within 48 hours of sending or receiving such text communication. In the alternative, the Council Member shall have no less than 48 hours to file a printed copy of such texts with Legislative Services provided that in no event shall the Council Member file such written copy no later than 12:00 p.m. on the date of the next noticed City Council meeting following the end of such 48 hours.

Background Information: The residents of the City of Jacksonville deserve to know and understand which external powers bear influence on the exercise of the authority voters have granted to elected officials. This bill’s focus is to preserve the integrity of the public contracting and purchasing process.
Policy Impact Area: Transparency in government interaction with lobbyists, contractors and campaign donors
Fiscal Impact: No fiscal impact
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